
22  National Merit Semifinalists
 4  Commended in the National Merit Program 
 2  National Hispanic Scholars

jesuit high school

congratulates the

26  NATIONAL ACADEMIC SCHOLARS
IN THE CL ASS OF 2020



CONOR P. BRANNAN, son of Alicia 
and Daniel Brannan, attended Christ 
the King Catholic School in Dallas.

JOHN M. GUNALDO, son of 
Tina and Mike Gunaldo, attended 
Lake Castle Madisonville Private 
School.

JAMES E. HENICAN, son of Tracey 
and Thomas Henican, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Ann School.

FREDERICK J. JUNIUS, son of 
Aurora and Cletus Junius, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Pius X School.

AUGUSTUS P. KITCHENS, son of 
Ceres and Byron Kitchens, attended 
Mandeville Junior High and 
Tchefuncte Middle School.

THOMAS S. LEVY, son of Colleen 
and Scott Levy, attended Stuart Hall 
School for Boys and St. Jude the 
Apostle School.

MILAN MARDIA, son of Sudha and 
Manish Mardia, attended Haynes 
Academy and Metairie Academy for 
Advanced Studies.

HAYES T. MARTIN, son of Missy 
and Tom Martin, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Catherine of 
Siena School.

DANIEL J. McCABE III, son of 
Michelle and Daniel McCabe, 
attended Christian Brothers School 
and St. Clement of Rome School.

CHRISTIAN T. NGUYEN, son of 
Julie Tran and James Nguyen, 
attended Christ the King Parish 
School.

LUKE S. RUSSO, son of Donna and 
Stephen Russo, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Matthew the 
Apostle School.

CONNOR P. SARRAT, son of 
Cher and Gary Sarrat, Jr., attended 
Christian Brothers School and Stuart 
Hall School for Boys.



“The entire Jesuit community is proud of the dedication and hard 
work of these young men. I congratulate the senior scholars of the 

Class of 2020 for this outstanding academic achievement.”
— Jesuit principal Peter Kernion ’90

ALEC M. SCHEFFLER, son of 
Jacqueline and Will Scheffler, 
attended Christian Brothers School 
and St. Charles Borromeo School.

DYLAN M. SELLARS, son of 
Karen and Harold Sellars, attended 
St. Charles Borromeo School.

RAYFORD B. SMITH II, son of 
Nicole and Gene Smith, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Andrews Episcopal School.

DOMINIC J. STONER, son of Jill 
and James Stoner, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Rosalie 
School.

CADEN J. SWAIN, son of Jennifer 
and Joshua Swain, attended Lake 
Castle Private School New Orleans 
and St. Dominic School.

JONATHAN A. TITTLE, son of 
Elizabeth and William Tittle, 
attended Stuart Hall School for Boys.

DARREN TSANG, son of Noel and 
Daniel Tsang, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Clement of 
Rome School.

WILLIAM C. WELLS II, son of 
Trisha and Michael Wells, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Anthony of Padua School.

MASON M. WELSCH, son of Jenny 
and Jay Welsch, attended Stuart Hall 
School for Boys.

AQIB F. ZAKARIA, son of Adila 
Feroz and Feroz Zakaria, attended 
Haynes Academy and Metairie 
Academy for Advanced Studies.



To view PDFs of this brochure, as well as those of Jesuit’s previous Academic Scholars, visit jesuitnola.org/academics.
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Jesuit’s 22 National Merit Semifinalists are pictured on the front cover: Bottom row (from left): Conor P. Brannan, John Gunaldo, James E. 
Henican, Frederick J. Junius, Augustus P. Kitchens; Second row: Luke S. Russo, Christian T. Nguyen, Daniel J. McCabe III, Hayes T. Martin, 
Milan Mardia, Thomas S. Levy; Third row: Connor P. Sarrat, Alec M. Scheffler, Dylan M. Sellars, Rayford B. Smith II, Dominic J. Stoner; 
Fourth row: Aqib F. Zakaria, William C. Wells II, Richard M. Welsch, Darren Tsang, Jonathan A. Tittle, and Caden J. Swain.
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NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS
Twenty-two seniors in Jesuit High School’s Class of 2020 were honored 
as National Merit Semifinalists in the annual prestigious scholarship 
competition. Additionally, 4 Jesuit seniors were recognized as 
“Commended” students in the competition.

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) underwrites the 
program which recognizes some 15,000 Semifinalists, who represent less 
than one percent of U.S. high school seniors. The NMSC designates 
Semifinalists on a state representational basis to ensure that outstanding 
students from across the country are included in the talent pool. The 
number of Semifinalists named in each state is in proportion to its 
percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

Jesuit’s 22 National Merit Semifinalists represent 10% of Louisiana’s  
229 honorees. The qualifying test score for this year was 215. Scores for 
Blue Jay Semifinalists ranged from 215 to 226.  
The scores of “Commended” Blue Jays ranged from 212 to 214.

In the past 14 years, 445 Blue Jays have been honored as  
National Merit Semifinalists.

Complete information about the competition is on the NMSC’s website: 
www.nationalmerit.org.

NATIONAL HISPANIC SCHOLARS
Two seniors in Jesuit’s Class of 2020 were honored as National Hispanic 
Scholars.

In the past 14 years, 49 Blue Jays have been recognized as National 
Hispanic Scholars.

The National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP) is sponsored by 
the College Board and annually recognizes about 5,000 of the 250,000 
Hispanic/Latino students who take the qualifying test. 

Complete information about the NHRP is on the College Board’s website: 
www.collegeboard.org.


