
27  National Merit Semifinalists
13  Commended in the National Merit Program 
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“The entire Jesuit community is proud of the dedication and hard 
work of these young men. I congratulate the senior scholars of the 

Class of 2019 for this outstanding academic achievement.” 
— Jesuit principal Peter Kernion ’90

STEPHEN P. REDFEARN, son 
of Beverly and Douglas Redfearn, 
attended Stuart Hall School for Boys.

JONATHAN A. SANDERS, son of 
Gwendolyn and Dave Sanders, 
attended St. Pius X School.  

HENRY J. SCHENCK, son of 
Colleen and Michael Schenck, 
attended Christian Brothers School 
and St. Pius X School.

WILLIAM R. SCHOTT, son of 
Elizabeth and Louis Schott, attended 
Holy Name of Jesus School.

SEAN P. SVIHLA, son of Sharon 
Zanca and Bryan Svihla, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Ann Catholic School

EVAN T. TIZZARD, son of  Laura 
and Dennis Tizzard, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Christopher School. 

CHRISTOPHER A. VUONG, son of 
Van Hoang and Vu Vuong, attended 
Kehoe-France School.

AIDAN S. WALKER, son of Crystin 
and Steven Walker, attended Kehoe-
France School.

DONALD D. WEBSTER, son of 
Cheryl and Wade Webster, attended 
Christian Brothers School and Holy 
Name of Jesus School.

HERMAN D. WEBSTER III, son of 
Cheryl and Wade Webster, attended 
Christian Brothers School and Holy 
Name of Jesus School.

JOHN J. ZVONEK, JR., son of Tricia 
and John Zvonek, attended Trinity 
Episcopal School.



JAMES W. BRAGG III, son of 
Cherie and James Bragg, attended St. 
Andrew the Apostle School.

NICHOLAS G. CIBILICH, son of 
Alice and Anthony Cibilich, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Andrew the Apostle School.

NEEHAR N. DESAI, son of Nipa 
and Nipun Desai, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Christopher 
School.

JASON M. DOMINIQUE, son of 
Kerry and Charles Dominique, 
attended St. Catherine of Siena 
School.

MATTHEW J. DOWLING, son of 
Ann and Adam Dowling, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Dominic School.

JOSEF G. ERNST, son of Stacy 
Seicshnaydre and Gregory Ernst, 
attended Christian Brothers School 
and Holy Name of Jesus School.

BRADLEY J. FUGETTA, son of 
Margaret Diaz-Fugetta and Frank 
Fugetta, attended Christian Brothers 
School and St. Philip Neri School.

THEODORE M. GOLDENBERG, 
son of Karen and Richard 
Goldenberg, attended Metairie 
Park Country Day School.

JACK N. GRADY, son of Ashley and 
Thomas Grady, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Catherine of 
Siena School.

SCOTT V. HAWKINS, son of 
Paula and Wayne Hawkins, attended 
Christian Brothers School.

ALEXANDER M. HENTZE, son of  
Susan and Brett Hentze, attended 
Christian Brothers School and St. 
Catherine of Siena.

OWEN A. HITE, son of Amy and 
John Hite, attended Christian 
Brothers School and Holy Name of 
Jesus School.

PETER V. JAMES, son of Alison 
and Mark James, attended Christian 
Brothers School and St. Catherine 
of Siena.

CHARLES T. KORNDORFFER, son 
of Melanie and James Korndorffer, 
attended Stuart Hall School for Boys.

MATTHEW G. LACOUR, son of  
Yvette and Greg LaCour, Christian 
Brothers School and St. Clement of 
Rome School.

COLE J. RADETICH, son of 
Kimberly Peters and Ray Radetich, 
attended Christian Brothers School 
and St. Catherine of Siena.



Jesuit’s 27 National Merit Semifinalists are pictured on the front cover: Bottom row (from left): James W. Bragg III, Nicholas G. Cibilich, 
Neehar N. Desai, Jason M. Dominique, Matthew J. Dowling, Josef G. Ernst, Bradley J. Fugetta; Second row: Theodore M. Goldenberg, 
Jack N. Grady, Scott V. Hawkins, Alexander M. Hentze, Owen A. Hite, Peter V. James; Third row: Charles T. Korndorffer, Matthew G. 
LaCour, Stephen P. Redfearn, Cole J. Radetich, Jonathan A. Sanders; Fourth row: Henry J. Schenck, William R. Schott, Sean P. Svihla, 
Evan T. Tizzard; Fifth row: Christopher A. Vuong, Aidan S. Walker, Donald D. Webster, Herman D. Webster III, and John J. Zvonek, Jr.
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NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS
Twenty-seven seniors in Jesuit High School’s Class of 2019 were 
honored as National Merit Semifinalists in the annual prestigious 
scholarship competition. Additionally, 13 Jesuit seniors were recognized 
as “Commended” students in the competition.

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) underwrites the 
program which recognizes some 15,000 Semifinalists, who represent less 
than one percent of U.S. high school seniors. The NMSC designates 
Semifinalists on a state representational basis to ensure that outstanding 
students from across the country are included in the talent pool. The 
number of Semifinalists named in each state is in proportion to its 
percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

Jesuit’s 27 National Merit Semifinalists represent 12% of Louisiana’s  
227 honorees from 54 high schools. The qualifying test score for this 
year was 217. Scores for Blue Jay Semifinalists ranged from 217 to 226.  
The scores of “Commended” Blue Jays ranged from 212 to 216.

In the past 13 years, 423 Blue Jays have been honored as  
National Merit Semifinalists.

Complete information about the competition is on the NMSC’s website: 
www.nationalmerit.org.

NATIONAL HISPANIC SCHOLARS
One senior in Jesuit’s Class of 2019 was honored as a National Hispanic 
Scholar, as well as a commended student in the National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

In the past 13 years, 47 Blue Jays have been recognized as National 
Hispanic Scholars.

The National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP) is sponsored by 
the College Board and annually recognizes about 5,000 of the 250,000 
Hispanic/Latino students who take the qualifying test. 

Complete information about the NHRP is on the College Board’s website: 
www.collegeboard.org.


