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of former president,
bel oved educator

School. Please remember hi

and his family in your prayers.”
By Jonathan LeBrun Fr. Fitzgerald died at thetS
News Editor Alphonsus Rodriguez Pavilion,
part of . Charles College in
Grand Coteau, La., the Jesui

The Rev Raymond R. reyeat centercollege and infir

Fitzgerald, S.J., a Jesuit priestmary where he had been living
mentor educator and belovedsince June of last year

friend to so many in the Jesuit™ Fitzgerald was preceded

High School communitydied on i, geath by his fatheiRaymond
Sept. 17, of complications frompg Fitzgerald Sr

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. He "¢ o\ rvived by his mother
was 58. Mary Fitzgerald, and his sister

_ Fr.Fitzgerald served as pres | oy smedstad, both of Slidell.
ident of Jesuit from 2ito 2014, A funeral Mass was celebrat

stepping down after being diag o4 o sept, 24 attSCharles
nosed with ALS, _Cf)mmonly Borromeo Church in Grand
known as Lou Gehrig'disease.  cqieay with burial following at

“Fr. Fitzgeralds wisdom, o joit Cemetery at £harles
sense of humoeand empathy for College.

others made a significant impact | 7 a recent interview Fr.

wherever he served,” the Revy.ginn recalled what he said July 13, 1958 - Sept. 17, 2016

Anthony McGinn, S.J., said in a :
e was the biggest lesson he learney, . -, £ his ill ith13. 1 M Fi I holic Church
statement. FrMcGinn returned g e s Tt and | g tacing the cross of his illness with13, 1958, to Mary Fitzgerald, aCatholic Church.

in 2014 to serve as interim presi .; .~ courage, hope and faitfihe last professor at Loyola University After attending the New
dent of the school. tlme“Eplieathje ar:g brother F:";fSttime the two spoke, he said, heand Raymond Fitzgerald, a ship OrleansAcademy for elementary

“I am personally grateful to g bIS enn ot'o “erz l\(/:lag'u Y was maintaining “an upbeat, pos ping accountant. school, in 1971 he enrolled at
him because his leadership a”‘i;id e attentive,” ETMEGINN e attitude.” Growing up in the Jesuit High School, the beginning

insight h left Kk , Raymond R. Fitzgerald .Jr Broadmoor neighborhood, he,

an,sl:?]ﬂzssaﬁhsrs anga‘]resﬂﬂ Eigrl‘:itzg;?algslsgnarlmlzasiorrms Flrr] was born in New Orleans on Julywas a parishioner oftSMatthias
He touched our lives with grace,

always reflecting the love of God

_ e a special relationship with new
n 1ora Blue Jays.

By D_Ona_ld Ba_rrett n - r— Jesuit is, for many eighth

Editor-in-Chief With this dedication, he left .\ iy graders, significantly

a profound mark not only on larger than their elementary

Jesuit High School but on eacl ] o
P Raymond Fizgera, igeday whose e ho00ched s e

S.J., was an amazing man and a More than 40 years ago,.Fr

servant of God. He always soughFizgerald walked the halls of 5 "WToer ©F (Hom Come
ways to help all those aroundjesuit as a student — an expery
him. ence that allowed him to develoS==Y o] R re/=IV-\ NN ==Y

Even amid his duties as pesident, Fr Fitzgerald regularly found
the time to spend with students thoughout his day
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Memories of alifewdl lived

Upon learning of Fr readyearsAs a confessphe was
Raymond Fitzgerald’ death, kind, understanding, and wise

those who knew him — student§Vhile it a shame for disease -“

past and pesent, colleagues, take such a great person, | canng

brother priests, friends -eached help but think that there was nd

out to shae stories of favorite better man to have borne such

memories and encounters thaburden.

embodied the life of a kind andlan Calamari

humble man of God. Tbugh Class of 2014

social media postings, emails and

individual conversations, her He was calm, holy and

are some of the ways that wedunny! We were all blessed to

remember FrFitz. know him — and now he'even

Fokkkokk closer to God, so he'in the

Fr. Fitzgerald was an amaz express lane with our prayers an

ing man who was such a hugeeeds!

influence on so many lives. HeKathi Tomeny

taught us how to be humble andRetired Mathematics teacher

charitable through his example.

He taught us how to look for While the very faith FrFitz

good in everyone, ast.9gnatius formed in me transforms this

did. He taught us how tofef up “goodbye” into an “I'll see you

any sufering joyfully to God. He again,” | am nonetheless heart|
taught us how to put God first inbroken to lose him. In 2a] he
our lives. He had a presencesat down with me for a fotrour
about himself that drew others toconversation that would not only|
God. He lived his life in total overcome my thoughts of agro

obedience to God'will and did it ticism, but would set up the Fr. Ra
with such joy His sense of humor seven-year spiritual direction the Holy Spirit at the start of the 2013 school year

was amazing and was one of hiselationship that has changed m

most endearing qualities. life forever His legacy is love SONS wedding.He had asked Fr perform anymore. | know he

were positively influenced by his
presence in our life, we could not
be more grateful.

Scott Delatte

Theology teacheClass of 2006

These are two of the many
memories | have of Fr
Fitzgerald. First, | have always
found it amusing and ironic that |
was actually FrFitzgeralds boss
when | was chairman of the
Classics department, before he
even became my boss as presi
dent of Jesuit High School. | had
no business being his boss.

Secondlyin January of 1997
he once taught all of my classes
for a week when | was a first-year
teacher so that | could go on my
honeymoon. | have always been
indebted to him for this. | still
remember what he said to me
before | left that Friday to get
married: “Mitch, congratulations!
Enjoy your honeymoorThe only
promise | can make is that your

dl i
d, S.J., delivers his homily at the Mass of students will know no less Latin

upon your return than they do
today”
When he left Jesuit in 2003,

Every time | go into the and will live on in its evecre Fitzgerald to celebrate it, but ascherished every Mass fgot to  pe wrote me this note. | dan’
small chapel at Jesuit and | seative nature in me and everyone fiS disease became worse, weay for students. | was also fortu keep too many things, but | cher
the beauty of the renovation, lever love. werent sure if he would be able nate enough to serve his lassh this now more than eveit
smile and think of him, and feela  Father | already miss your 0 participateWhile we enlisted Mass asschool president. hangs in my classroom and it
great deal of joyEvery time | immediate assistance on earthf - John Browrs help to say the ~ The last email | have from gmpodies FrFitzgerald — hum
hear theSuscipeprayer | also but look forward to your speedyMass, Fr Fitzgerald was deter him said, “Let us continue to ask pje grateful and to the point.
smile and think of him. intercession from heaven. But lefMined to preach the homilyis ~ God for the grace to know and to pear Mitch,

I am a better person for hav us turn to the hope of faith by our@autiful words, spoken with do His will.” That is very indica Just a few lines to thank you
ing known Fr Fitzgerald and | mutually favorite C. S. Lewis 9reat dificulty, will never be for  tive of all the lessons he tried tofoy a)| your suppor here and for
am thankful to God for having quote: “All their life in this world gotten.We thank God always for teach hisstudents over the years.oyr |eadership of the depar
the privilege of knowing him, and all their adventures had only2llowing us to know and experi To know Gods will, we simply ment in these past years. | have
working with him, and being able been the cover and the title pagegnce this very good man. have to ask. always enjoyed your colleague
to call him friend. now at last they were beginningeve Hayes Will Matthews ship and company
Kathy Juhas Chapter One of the Greatogy Social Sudies teacher Class of 2017 All the best for the upcoming
AcademicAssistant Principal which no one on earth has read: . year

which goes on forever: in which D_urlng my fr_eshman year There are few pepple abgut Sinceely,

I may say more later if | can every chapter is better than thétudying — Classics at  thewhich you can say with all sin Raymond
get anything | could possibly sayone before.” University of Notre Dame, | was cerity that *he was truly a living witch Chapoton
together but for now Fr. Fitz, As we said every time weecuperating from sgery at saint.” FrFitzgerald was certain cjassics teacheClass of 1987
I'm going to go with the only departed from each othetll ~ Childrens Hospital when I got an ly one of those men.
thing | think you would not be see you again in the Losdtime.” unexpected  visit  from = Er In my life, | have been Whenever my siblings or |
embarrassed to hear from meChristopher Wilson Fitzgerald, then the president ofblessed to know him in a varietyshared our plans, a comment, an
Thank you. I'm going to trust that Class of 2014 Jesuit High School, who was aof capacities: as a spiritual fathergpinion, or just a wish with our
you understand all | mean when | Classics major h|mse_lf. He wasa teachera brother in the Society dad, Verne Tripp, he often
say thatYou always have. When Fr Fitzgeraldleft always looming there in the shad of Jesus, and a colleague. It Wagesponded with the words 6Toe
Bradley James Jesuit for Dallas in 2003, heOWs when I was at Jesuit as thin honor to be able to share sgyre ” We took it as his approval
Class of 201 wrote a personal message tdighly intellectual figure. But | many wonderful years of my life o just a signal that he was listen

every student he had either taughoSt remember his  kindnesswith him at Jesuit High School.jng During the time when he

I will always remember Fr or ministered to in some wajt COMIng to visit me after | had sur He was a wonderful person: htim a5 in hospice care and we knew
Fitzgerald as one of the mostwas incredible that he said somede™ and we talked about theble, kind-hearted, brilliant, with pis end was neamy niece told
intelligent and kindest personsthing very personal about thatClassics. He was a true mentor an incredible sense of humor  him she would be back to see him
that | have ever met.His sty student to each one as he wagfian Credo Jr | recently learned that Fr the next dayHis response, even
dents, their parents and the faculwishing them the best as heClass of 201 Fitz had a particularly strong i, a haze of palliative medication,
ty all appreciated him in both hismoved on to another assignment ~devotion to & Robert was “To be sure.’Those were
teaching as well as his adminiswith the Society of JesusVith The longest chat | had withBellarmine, on whose feast henjs |ast known words as he
trative duties. such personal touches, .FrFr Fitzgerald was in my eighth- died. Bellarmine wrote a book passed away during that night.

He had a way of making Fitzgerald seemed to have aigrade yearl will remember it called “TheArt of Dying Well.” Fr. Fitzgerald agreed to cele
those around him feel very cem aura of spirituality so genuine yetforever I made an appointment toln that, he lists 10 preceptShe prate the Mass for our dah
fortable in his presenceHe was so mystical. chat about my own vocationvery first is that in order to die gpeaking with him about Daddy
also so humble in his manrer Aurora Daigle because | was thinking about thewell, one must live well. I can mentioned in passing those last
isms. He accepted arftandled Guidance counselor priesthood. FrFitz told me his think of no man who lived well words. At the Mass, Fr
his sickness with such grace. Fr vocation storywhat going to the and became more perfected bysitzgerald focused his homily on
Fitzgerald had so much tofef to My family will be forever Priesthood meant for him andthe grace of God than FFitz. | ihose words “ be sure.” More
S0 many grateful for having known Fr Why he loved working with can think of no man that diedejoquently than | can remember
Andrew Schio Fitzgerald. Two memories we Young people. It washen that | with more grace and trust in thenow he compared them to “So be
Guidance counselor will always cherish.When we could see why so many studenttord than FrFitz. it" or “Amen,” a closure to the

were devastated with Hurricane®Nd alumni remained in contact  To mourn over his own cen prayver that was Daddylife.

Fr. Fitzgerald was a specialKatrina and the loss of our homeWith him over the yearsThere dition would to make himself the " "My siblings and | deeply
person, the sort that one mayFr. Fitzgerald helped and guidedas no issue that I could bring tocenter and for this man of faith, appreciated how FrFitzgerald
meet perhaps once in a lifetimeus in the direction we would take.nim that he would be able to helpthat would be unthinkableThe  personalized his sermon. It was a
and whose influence will linger We spoke to him several times ag"e With. least important person in thegoyrce of great comfort at the
for decadesAlways sharp with a his kind words and encourage  1oward the end of my fresh world for Raymond Fitzgerald time and a memory of Fr
twinkle of wit in his eyes, he hadment led us to Dallas and thgMan year | started attending was Raymond Fitzgerald. Forgjizgeralds wisdom and kind
a knack for surprising you when Jesuit school thereThose four daily masses in the second-floohim, love for and trust in God ness that we will never fget.
ever he talked, providing somemonths gave us hope in the midsghapel- During his weekly Mass,was the most important thing.| jgdy Tripp Hanemann
new perspective or trinket of of great dificulties. it started becoming obvious thatThat love for God drove him to Agministrative assistant,

information from his manywell- The second memory was mySome of the parts of the Masse the great man for others thatagmissions andthletics
were not very easy for hino he wasAnd of those of us that
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Fr. Fitzgerald a Jesuit for36 years

Much of his life spent As a mermber

of the Class

. of 1976, Ray
at Carrollton and Banks
| was a leader
Following [% ot
3 Christian
F |tzgera| d :erlnritlon h(—i .‘y Life
au a Y )
Continued from Page 1 Jes%n, and &8 ﬁgmﬂxn
later served as [ € here, second
of a lifelong connection. rector of the | from left,
At Carrollton and Banks, | Jesuit commu with other
Ray Fitzgerald was a member o - nity here.
they National Honor Society as Ray F|tzge’rald During his tmhembersyof
- o Class of '76 g © group's
well as a National Merit Finalist. tenure, he [ executive
In his senior yeahe was the taught classes in Latin, Greek committee
copy editor of theBlue Jay English and theologyand served and modera
Annual as the schodd’ chaplain. - tor, Fr. Joe
He also participated in many In 2003, he returned to Jesui Reising.

co-curriculars, including the College Prep in Dallas, serving ag
Chess Club, and Prep Quiz Bowlsuperior of that communityand
both moderated by the then Mrlater was appointed to serve a
McGinn, who was on the faculty the assistant to the provincial, thd
before his own ordination. head of the New Orleans
Also serving as his seniorProvince of the Society of Jesu
homeroom teacherFr. McGinn from 2007 to 201.
remembered the young In 2010, Fr Fitzgerald was
Fitzgerald as “a quiet, friendly named the 15th president o
and studious student” during hisJesuit High School, assuming thg
time wearing the khaki uniform. post at the start of the 2012
Following graduation from academic year
Jesuit as part of the Class of Among the major accom
1976, he attended Loyolaplishments of his time as presi
University, earning undgradu dent included the restoration of
ate degrees in history and clasthe Holy Name of Jesus Chape]
sics. and the creation of the strategi
Upon leaving Loyola, he plan, that will enable the school
entered the Society of Jesus oto continue its mission for years
Aug. 14, 1980. to come.
After making his first vows, Fluent in several languages.
he continued his studies at. S Fr. Fitzgerald was an avid reader|
Louis University earning a mas sometimes reading three books

Ever a teacher even when he eturned to Jesuit to assume the post as gsident of the school, Fr

ter's degree in hlstory . once — each in a dérent lan Fitzgerald also returned to the classoom. His theology course on the writings of C.S. Lewis was a

He completed his theologicalguage. opular senior elective
studies at thaVeston School of Friends also recalled hisp P '

Theology in Cambridge, Mass.,enjoyment of going out to dinner ~ We realize that he embodiedGood or ill health doesh'enter

in 1990, also attaining a masger at many of the citg great restau the same characteristics that hénto it,” Fr. Fitzgerald said. For furth
degree in religious educationrants. instilled in his students, eveninto  “With the witness of my life, or further
from Boston College in 1991. He also was a movie fan. Hishis final days. I wish to assure that this is true. I memories of

During his formation as a sense of humor was evident even At the morning assembly onis true because of the closing ling Fr. R d
Jesuit, he also taught at Jesuin referencing zombie films in his Jan. 15, 2014, in which heof Ignatius’ prayer ‘Take and r. kaymon
College Preparatory in Dallashomilies. announced his diagnosis andeceive.’ Fitzgerald, S.J.,
from 1984 to 1987. Throughout his life, he was aintention to step down as presi “The prayer concludes with h h hi

Fr. Fitzgerald was ordainedman of God whose faith wasdent, he spoke of that faith andhe line, ‘Give me onlyour love through his years af
as a priest at Spring Hill Collegestrong and loving. quoted & Ignatius’ Suscipe andYour grace; tI:\at ié e(;\ough.‘ Jesuit, view the
in Mobile,Ala., on June 8, 1991. As we look back upon his prayer: “It is true that God never .

He pronounced his final life, we remember the tirgles that “The purpose of our being fails to give us His love and His phOtO ga"e”es at
vows on Dec. 8, 1999, here in thene made us laugh, think anchere is to praise, reverence, andrace.” www.jesuitnola.org
Chapel of the NorthAmerican appreciate all that God has giverserve God our Lord. God gives us
Martyrs. us. the means of doing this each day

The Blue Fa What can you do to help
gditﬁm Bo‘Zdy in the fight against ALS?

gm_m_ ’ life of Fr. Raymond Fitzgerald, Amyotrophic lateral sclero
S.J., remains incurable. Butsis is a progressive neurodegen
, advances in the development okrative disease thatfatts nerve
Donald Barrett 18 treatments are being made. cells in the brain and the spinal
. . . . ., You can help.The annual cord, leading to weakend and
Managing Editer VNews Editor Cliief Phots Editor P ne. eading

Walk to DefeatALS will take potentially paralyzed muscles. It

Richi Fernando '17 Jonathan LeBrun 20 Matthew O'Neill '17 place inAudubon Park on Oct. first gained notoriety when it
5 g /et 22. Participation is free, andstruck New York Yankee Lou
#ord 7 7 walkers raise money by signingGehrig in 1939. It is the illness
eatured Woidlant
lan Fogarty '17 up sponsors. that now aflicts former New
) £ Philip Hougettes '17 Editon The JSquad, Jesui’ walk Orleans SainttBve Gleason.
W dcton s team, is captained by science  Approximately 5,600 people
, Entertainment Editer  Wesley Bennett Faust '17 teacheAmy Tassin. It has a teamin the United Sates are diag
Tommy Curry '18 PeytorToups '19 goal of raising $7,50000 make a nosed withALS each yearan
S . donation or to join the team, con incidence rate of two per 100,000
aﬁ“ﬂm gm tactTassin for more information. people. It is estimated that as
, You also can sign up directlymany as 30,00@8mericans may
John Howell ’18

at ALSA.org, and click on the have the disease at any given
“Get Involved” link. When you time.

Wederator reach “New Orleans walk,” For more information, visit
Theodore PMahne select “Vew all teams” and click ALSA.org or teamgleason.gr
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I n his own words

On Jan. 15, 2014, a speciall
morning assembly was held in thq
Traditions Coutyard. Thee, Fr [
Raymond  Fitzgerald, S.J. [\
announced to the student bod
that he had been diagnosed wit
ALS, known as Lou Gehrigtlis
ease. He was frank about thd
prognosis and expected cours
the illness would take. ¥ grace
and his customar sense of
humor howeverhe also evealed
the courage and faith that he|
would display thoughout the
remainder of his life.

That deep tust in the love of |
God, which he expssed in the
words we eprint hee, continue

to inspire us all.
JF—

Good morning, gentlemen.
Yesterday | spoke with the faeul [§
ty and stafand emailed your par |
ents about my medical diagnosij
of ALS.

This morning | would like to
speak directly to you.

The disease has both a shol
term and a long-term reality
Looking at the long-term, let’
get the bad news out of the wa
first.

With no cureALS proceeds
:ﬁ)ngsr,?raﬁsrgfosj n(;fW?LiJ:EI;tfgggc plans to step down as pesident of Jesuit High School.
nitive  functions remain. thing to you and to ask something
Moreovey the process takes itsfrom you.
time, and the disease can move To you, | wish to der my
along in a gradual, not to saypersonal witness to two items

stately pace. ) from the spiritual arsenal oft.S

I'am currently doing what | |gnatius: Principle and
can to slow it down via mediea Foundation and theSuscipe
tion and physical therapy prayer — the prayer ke, Lord,

That said, | would like to receive.”
focus this morning on the short-  The purpose of our being
term. My plan is to continue ashere is to praise, reverence, an|
president for the remainder ofserve God our Lord. God gives uf
this school year and to remain athe means of doing this each da
Jesuit beyond that as long as-feaGood or ill health doestrenter
sible. into it. With the witness of my

I am certainly quite open, Jife, | wish to assure that this is|
should anyone wish to, to talkingtrue. It is true because of the clos
about my condition. Howevet  ing line of Ignatiusprayer “Take
do not considerALS and its and receive.”"The prayer con
effects to be the sole, or even-pricludes with the line “give me
mary, topic of conversation we only Your love andYour grace;
can haveThere are a variety of that is enough.” Itis true that God
other interesting and instructivenever fails to give us His love and .
items that we can chat aboutHis grace. Following the address, in which Fr Fitzgerald spoke with candoy grace and good humarmany of
New Orleans’restaurants, the From you, | wish to ask three the deeply moved students greted him, ofering appreciative suppot and prayers.

care and feeding of zombies, anghings. forming you to be. Now, certainly you can be enter suspect. Sainthood is truly how
Greek verbs, to name but three.  The first is your helpYou Harbor no doubts about howtaining, enlivening, and engag good you are capable of becom
At present, | am blessed tohave the strength and eggrthat  go0d you are and can be. Harboing; but beyond that, | have comeng.
be able to do my duty todakor, | will increasingly lack. Second, ng doubts about what a source ofo realize that | am privileged to  And so, the longer term
each dayGod gives to each of Usyour prayers—something that Wegncouragement, jognd consola  be here at Jesuit at a time when future will be what it isThis day
both the opportunity to serve Himcan always do for one anothertion you are to me. God has givercan stand in the hallway and findeach one of us has a task in
and the means of so doifnd  The third is quite simply your me, ‘in my life, many blessings.myself in the presence of saintsbecoming the person God calls us
therefore, my good brothers, thispeing yourselves—yourselvesamong the greatest of these isFor, saints do walk among us into be todayLet us now be about
morning | desire to dér some both as you are and as God igharing these years with yougreater numbers than one mighthis task.

‘Fr. Fitz’ always sought to understand his Blue Jays

personally For many of those lucky the midst of his battle witALS. The tears, howevemvere not driven
Editoria| enough to have met him, .FFitzgerald The most striking aspects of his perby pain or self-pity
i often was the first person at Jesuit witlsonality were his love and devotion to  Through his sense of hope and faith,
Continued from Page 1 which they established a relationship. ~ God. he was overwhelmed by the thought of the
“Fr. Fitz,” as he was #dctionately One of the most apparent indicators ofast pleasure of Gasl'love that awaited
classmate. known, served as a figure for students tthe humble and gracious type of man thdtim in heaven after death.

Fr. Fitzgerald seemed to gravitatdook up to, exemplifying wisdom, faith, he had been was his response to simple While we mourn his passing, all who
towards all of these students and sought tove, and selflessness. question, “How are you?” loved him and were inspired by his life can
help them in the transition from their pre Using his characteristic dry sense of In his sincere appreciation for the giftfind some solace and comfort in knowing
vious schools. humor he prepared students for the ehabf life, he would, despite hisféi€tion, still that Fr Raymond Fitzgerald is now free to

As a teacher who believed in thdenges of the real world by sharing hisespond with “better than | deserve.” enjoy the sheer happiness from an eternity

importance of understanding his studentsdvice on everything from their faith lives ~ While Fr. Fitzgerald was still in resi with God that he had once only envi
he took the time to learn the names of eac¢b preparations for the zombie apocalypselence at Jesuit, his colleague and caretasioned.

Blue Jay — a task that he accomplished Most importantly though, he exempli er, Fr. John Brown, S.J., said he only saw  May he rest in peace.

remarkably fast — and get to know eacfied every value he taught, even while ihim cry once over the course of his battle.



