
They are called “ordinary
men with extraordinary moves.”

For many of the 610
Stompers, those moves include
being Men for Others.

As one of the most popular
marching groups to join the
Carnival scene in recent years,
more than a third of its member-
ship includes alumni of Jesuit
High School.

The dancing and marching
group was founded in 2009 with
the goal of letting ordinary guys
release their desire to perform.

They’ve appeared regularly in
various Carnival parades and
other citywide events. The troupe
has appeared on The Tonight

Show and danced down
Broadway in the annual Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade in
New York.

But the 610 Stompers are
about much more than just their
moves. Besides performing and
having fun, the Stompers are a
non-profit charitable organiza-
tion devoted to helping local
charities.

“Not many people know that
we are a non-profit group,” said
Joey LaHatte (Class of ’99),
who’s Stomper name is
“Megamind” because of his big
head. He said one of the group’s
goals is to spread the word about
its philanthropic work.

“Every year we put on our
610 Stomper Superball, which is

a big party with paid admission
and auctions to raise money for a
particular New Orleans-based
charity. Last year, we raised
$25,000 for the Louisiana Organ

Procurement Agency, and this
year we are helping the Youth
Empowerment Project of New

Dozens of Blue Jays joined
hundreds of thousands pilgrims
in the nation’s capital last month
for the annual March for Life,

commemorating the 42nd

anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision,
which legalized abortion in the
United States. Since then, an esti-
mated 58 million unborn babies
have been killed in the United
States.

Jesuit’s contingent in the
annual march included 41 stu-
dents from the Pro-Life Club,
along with seven chaperones.
Jesuit has joined the annual
demonstration supporting the
dignity of human life since 2002.

Participation in this year’s
March for Life was particularly
important, as a major focus was
on youth activism. Organizers
urged the marchers, including
large contingents of high school
and college students, to tweet
photos of the march to all of their
contacts, and to text the message

“givelife” to the number 99000 to
continue awareness of the march
throughout the year.

The Blue Jay contingent
arrived in Washington on Jan. 21
for a whirlwind of activity sur-
rounding the march.

That evening, we participat-
ed in the Mass for Life in the
Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception. The
basilica is the largest church in
the Western hemisphere. The
Mass drew some 20,000 people
from across the country. 

The Mass was presided over
by Cardinal Sean O’Malley,
OFM Cap., Archbishop of
Boston. Hundreds of priests con-
celebrated the Mass.

The March itself followed
the next day, Jan. 22, on the actu-
al anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s fateful decision. While
neither the National Park Service
nor the D.C. police provide esti-
mates of crowd sizes of such
national demonstrations, organiz-
ers said at least 600,000 marchers
participated. And while each one
of those hundreds of thousands of
people came from different back-
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Members of the 610 Stompers strut their stuff in many parades.
Mor e than a third of the dancers are Jesuit alumni.  

Nearly 50 members of the
Jesuit community joined an

estimated 600,000 pro-life
supporters from around the

country to mark the 42nd
anniversary of the Supreme

Court’ s decision making 
abortion legal. The thousands
of marchers prayed, sang and
joyfully expr essed support for

the right to life for the
unborn. As the marchers
made their way from the

National Mall to the Supreme
Court, they encountered hand-
fuls of angry abortion activists
who tried to block the proces-

sion before being arrested.
Top photo by Joey Bongiovanni; 

right photo by Jeremy Reuther.

Looking for
Blue Jays on parade?

Which krewes
are top-ranked?

Need a place to park
for Endymion?

See our full Carnival
coverage on Page 3-4.
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grounds, cultures, states, reli-
gions, and, in some cases, even
countries, (thanks Canada) we
were all there for the same pur-
pose: to stop abortion in
America.

Another common element
that infused the marchers was the
high spirits. 

It gave us great hope for the
future – as Cardinal O’Malley
noted that, contrary to popular
belief, the majority of Americans
are now pro-life. 

On top of that, Louisiana is
ranked as the most pro-life state
in the country.

And after the most recent
elections we have a strong pro-
life delgation in Congress.
Several of those members met
with us and other students from
across the Archdiocese of Nw
Orleans.

With the march behind us,
we spent the next two days in
Washington, attending Mass and
praying in front of a Planned
Parenthood clinic. Planned
Parenthood is the largest
provider of abortions in the
United States. We also heard
excellent talks on the sexual rev-
olution from Jesuit Campus
Minister Jeremy Reuther, and on
God’s unconditional love from
Fr. William Farge, S.J.

This successful trip was
more than just a protest for all of
us. It was an expression of our
faith and a way to show America
that we will fight this law until
the day it is overturned.

Susan de Boisblanc has no
doubt left her indelible mark of
leadership and spirituality on the
Jesuit community. In addition to
her position as a theology
teacher, Mrs. D, as most students
call her, is a devoted co-modera-
tor of the Pro-Life Club. But per-
haps more importantly, she cares
about becoming a part of each
student’s life and creating spiritu-
ally sound men who will stand up
for what is right.

De Boisblanc began her
teaching career at Archbishop
Shaw High School in 2005.
While at Shaw she noticed the
unique attention and effort from
two of her students who were
from Jesuit but displaced by
Hurricane Katrina. This was one
reason why she was considering
teaching at Jesuit. 

While she was attending the
annual March for Life in
Washington, D.C., she crossed
paths with Jesuit’s then-Principal
Michael Giambelluca. A few
months later, knowing that a
position was coming available,
he called her for an interview.
The result was that de Boisblanc
found her new home at Carrollton
and Banks as a theology teacher

starting in 2009. 
While her master’s degree is

in theology, de Boisblanc earned
her undergraduate degree in his-
tory. But don’t expect to see her
switch disciplines.

“I really enjoy working with
my colleagues in the Theology
Department to help guide all of

our boys in their spiritual lives,”
she said.

She said she loves that
opportunity to know her students
and to be a part of their lives in
this important stage of their ado-
lescence. It’s her goal to lovingly
pass on her faith and to aid her
students in their journey towards

eternal life. 
A key part of her involve-

ment at Jesuit is the Pro-Life
Club. Before she began teaching
here, she asked if she would be
able to work with the group, and
received assurances that she
would be able to express and pass
on her beliefs on human dignity.

It is a major priority for the
school community to fight for the
defenseless unborn, she said.

“The pro-life cause must
also address the emerging chal-
lenges in both medicine and tech-
nology,” she said. “For whatever
good scientific advancements
may potentially bring, first and
foremost, the dignity of the
human person must always be
respected.

“Since so many of our boys
go into these fields – from medi-
cine to technology and engineer-
ing – they must have a solid
moral foundation to bring their
faith to the issues and challenges
we haven’t even conceived of
yet.”

With that aim, de Boisblanc
also has earned her certification
in Catholic Bioethics from the
National Catholic Bioethics
Center.

Besides being a great spiritu-
al leader and model, Mrs. D is
also a mother figure to every
Jesuit student. 

If any Blue Jays are in need
of “Kleenex, Band-Aids, or
Neosporin, they know where to
go.” 

De Boisblanc surely has a
place in every Blue Jay’s heart.

Senior Peyton Markey is
having a quite busy senior year.
He is a wrestler, active in
Campus Ministry, president of
the Outdoors Club, a member of
the Sodality of Bl. Miguel Pro,
and a runner with the flag squad.

When asked about balancing
his busy schedule, Markey
replied that it was “tough, but
well worth it.”

Out of all his activities, how-
ever, Markey said he has a partic-
ular affinity for wrestling.

“It has its ups and downs,
and I know it is easy to complain,
he said, but “it has allowed me to
turn strangers into friends and
friends into family. Almost
everything I have now that I can
look at can be attributed to either
wrestling or God.”

When asked for his predic-
tions for the upcoming state tour-
nament, Peyton responded that it
“will be tough this year.”

“But if the team believes that
we can win, then no one can stop
us.”

Markey also leads one of the
more obscure clubs on campus,
the Outdoors Club. He said that
he enjoys nature’s beauty and the
limitless possibilities for outdoor
activities.

Academically, Peyton takes
a unique approach.

His favorite class was a sen-
ior year elective, The Theology
of C.S. Lewis. The class was co-

taught by Campus Minister
Jeremy Reuther and Fr. Raymond
Fitzgerald, S.J. 

The class “was centered
around faith and helped me with
some of my struggles. I learned a
new word almost every day in a
number of different languages. I
know they say not to pick a class
based on the teacher, but the

experience of having those two
teach me was priceless and some-
thing I will never forget.” 

One of his crowning aca-
demic achievements was “pass-
ing physics both quarters,”
Markey said jokingly.

Markey lit up describing
what he called his most memo-
rable Jesuit experience so far.

The scene: “Jesuit vs. Holy
Cross. Tad Gormley. Atmosphere
is tense but excited. Jesuit’s side
is packed. The team is about to

finish their pregame chant, so I
begin to run on the field with the
white “J,” the lead flag. As I pass,
each section erupts with cheers
and pure Blue Jay spirit.”

Peyton Markey is surely a
student filled with “pure Blue Jay
spirit.” 

Whether on the field, in the
classroom, or in the woods,
Markey continues to put forth
plenty of effort and work for the
betterment of himself and others.

By Patrick Fine
Editor-in-Chief

Pro-life, students’ lives drive Mrs. D
By Brady Stiller

Entertainment Editor

Theology teacherSusan de Boisblanc is surrounded by some of herfans, students whose lives she’s
touched, helping to guide them in theirspiritual development.                  Staff photo by Matthew O’Neill
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Markey loves wrestling a busy schedule

Senior Peyton Markey, shown here during the Thanksgiving Drive grocery shopping, keeps a busy
schedule at Jesuit ranging from his participation on the wrestling team, work with Campus Ministry,
and being the president of the Outdoors Club. Staff photo by Noah Billeaud

Blue Jay
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It’s that wonderful time of
year again that only the people of
the New Orleans area can truly
enjoy, the height of the Carnival
season. As we head into the final
days of the season, culminating
with Mardi Gras itself, there are
seven straight days of nearly non-
stop parading. 

There are also more than 40
parades scheduled throughout the
metropolitan area! More than
even the most diehard Carnival
fan can possibly attend. Our
Mardi Gras Master, Jason
LaHatte, offers these suggestions
to make the most of your parade
season. Unless otherwise noted,
these parades follow the tradi-
tional St. Charles Avenue route.

THURSDAY
The Knights of Babylon

Celebrating its 76th anniver-
sary this year, the Knights of
Babylon always put on a classical
and traditional Carnival parade.
Babylon follows the old tradi-
tions of Carnival – the identity of
its king, known as Sargon, is
never revealed. The parade’s
theme also is kept secret until the
night of the parade.

For those who love the histo-
ry of Carnival, Babylon is a
must-see. With smaller floats
built atop of the original wagon
chassis, they carry fewer riders
and you won’t catch as much as
you will at the “superkrewe”
parades. But watch this proces-
sion go by, illuminated by flam-
beaux, and you’ll see a rolling
piece of history. Babylon kicks
off the busy night at 5:30 p.m.
The Krewe of Chaos

Formed by members of the
old Knights of Momus, the
Krewe of Chaos is one of the
standard bearers of presenting a
parade with a sharply satirical
eye, like its old-line predecessor.

Like Babylon, Chaos uses
flambeaux to light its street pag-
eant and keeps the floats simple.
The jokes, however, are always
biting and up-to-date. The local
and state political scene ensures
that Chaos will never run out of
fresh material. It follows Babylon
at 6:15 p.m.
The Krewe of Muses

Muses is celebrating its 15th

anniversary this year, and in that
time has become the most influ-
ential women’s krewe of
Carnival, as well as one of the
largest. With 28 floats and more
than 1,000 riders, look for their
feminine throws, such as baby
dolls, light-up necklaces and
rings, makeup kits and, of course,
their famous decorated shoes.

While it follows the basic St.
Charles route, Muses takes a
longer ride. It starts at 6:30 p.m.
on Jefferson Avenue and pro-
ceeds down Magazine Street to
Napoleon Avenue, where it joins
the traditional route.

FRIDAY
The Krewe of Hermes

Hermes kicks off the final
weekend at 6 p.m. with a tradi-

tional, old-line parade. Its beauti-
ful floats are lit by flambeaux,
and the members are known for
their generous throws.
Le Kr ewe d’Etat

Like Chaos, Le Krewe d’Etat
offers unrivaled satire of New
Orleans events and worldwide
affairs. Instead of a king, d’Etat
has, fittingly, a Dictator, whose
identity is never revealed. 

Krewe d’Etat has several
signature floats including the
Dictator’s float, with its own
doubloons; the banana wagon,
throwing plush bananas; and the
Roman candy wagon, which
actually throws the delicious
treat. Also, look for the official
Krewe d’Etat bulletin from the
messengers at the beginning of
the parade, which describes every
float. The parade follows the
same extended Uptown route as
Muses. It rolls at 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
The Krewe of Endymion

The Saturday before Mardi
Gras is all about Endymion.

The first superkrewe of the
season lives up to that title.
Endymion is the longest parade
of the season, and the largest in
every way – number of floats,
length of floats, membership and
riders, and certainly crowd size.

Endymion’s motto might
well be “Throw ’til it Hurts.” And
its 2,500 members do just that in

this enormous parade. The riders
throw heaps of beads, doubloons,
cups, and more to the gigantic
crowds that come out to see the
parade. The extravagant floats
are flamboyantly decorated and
illuminated by neon and fiber-
optic lighting. 

Get there really early and
plan on spending the day and
evening along the route.
Endymion kicks off at 4:30 p.m.
and is the only krewe left that fol-
lows the Mid-City route, from
Orleans Avenue to Canal Street.

SUNDAY
The Krewe of Mid-City

Despite its name, this
favorite old neighborhood parade
no longer rolls through Mid-City.
It is, however, still consistently
considered one of the best day-
time parades. A true family affair,
it keeps its own particular tradi-
tions. 

Among those traditions are
its floats decorated in colorful
aluminum foil. Hope for a sunny
afternoon to see this beautiful
parade just glisten as it rolls at
11:45 a.m. along the St. Charles
route. 
The Krewe of Thoth

One of the largest daytime
parades of the season, with 40
floats and 1,600 riders, Thoth
also has the biggest heart of any
krewe. Its circuitous Uptown
route is designed to take it past a

number of hospitals, nursing
homes and other institutions to
bring Carnival to the residents
who might not otherwise get to
see a parade. This “Krewe of
Shut-ins” takes to the streets at
noon.
The Krewe of Bacchus

Endymion has its Saturday
but the following day is known
by generations of New
Orleanians as “Bacchus Sunday.”
The superkrewe has been as
influential on modern Carnival as

the 19th century organizations
were to its origins.

Bacchus was the first to
think big. Really big. King Kong
big. It also was the first krewe to
introduce a celebrity as its king.
This year, see actor John C.
Reilly reign over the 31-float pro-
cession, featuring many signature
floats, such as the Bacchagator,
the Bacchasaurus and the
Bacchawhoppa. Bacchus rolls
Uptown beginning at 5:15 p.m.

LUNDI GRAS
The Krewe of Proteus

Proteus is the second-oldest
parading krewe in the city, and
the oldest to present a night
parade. Founded in 1882, it is at
the vanguard of preserving the

look and style of the 19th century
Carnival. Using the original chas-
sis for its floats, with wooden
wheels, Proteus is a parade to
appreciate for its beauty and his-

tory. The identity of its monarch
remains secret and flambeaux
light his regal procession. Proteus
traditionally includes a number
of crisp military bands, color
guard and drill units throughout
its parade. This valued antique
precedes Orpheus at 5:15 p.m.
The Krewe of Orpheus

The classical elegance and
tradition of Proteus is then fol-
lowed by the other end of the
parading spectrum. Founded by
Harry Connick Jr. (Class of ’85),
the Krewe of Orpheus is the final
superkrewe to roll. Considered
the signature parade of Blain
Kern studios, it is always a visu-
ally stunning pageant.

Maintaining its founder’s
influence, the theme of the 36-
float parade often centers around
the arts and music. Reflecting
Connick’s alma mater, its riders
include a large number of Jesuit
alumni. Orpheus begins at 6 p.m.

MARDI GRAS
Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club 

Mardi Gras’most important
African-American parade, Zulu
is still rolling after 106 years. The
krewe started as a small group of
men known as The Tramps, who
were an aid organization to assist
the black community in times of
need, such as paying for funerals.
Eventually changing its name the
group began parading as a parody
mocking the faux royalty of Rex
and the other old-line white
organizations.

Zulu’s signature throw, the
coconut or “the golden nugget,”
may be the most famous and
sought-after throw of Mardi
Gras. The coconut originated
because the original organization
did not have the money to buy
glass beads, so they instead
bought coconuts and hand-paint-
ed them to throw.

You have to get an early start
to catch Zulu, starting at
Claiborne and Jackson avenues at
8 a.m., traveling to St. Charles
and onto Canal Street. From
Canal, the parade heads down
Basin Street to Orleans Avenue,
wrapping up in Treme at Orleans
and Broad.

REX, King of Carnival
All hail Rex, the King of

Carnival. Founded in 1872, Rex
established many of the traditions
of Carnival still followed today,
including the purple, green and
gold colors of Carnival and the
first doubloons. The Rex
Organization (it is not known as a
“krewe”) brings the best of both
Mardi Gras worlds together – a
parade that is elegantly tradition-
al with the spectacle of a
superkrewe. 

Unlike the other old-line
krewes, the identity of Rex
(please, don’t refer to him as
“King Rex”) is revealed on Lundi
Gras. He is usually an important
civic and business leader who has
made positive contributions to
the life of the city.

Rex emerges from his
Uptown den at 10 a.m. sharp for
his royal ride to St. Charles
Avenue and to Canal Street.

Have a safe and happy Mardi
Gras.
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By Jason LaHatte 
Features Editor

Blue Jay guide to best of Carnival!

Blue Jays on parade
Every year several members of the Jesuit

High School community participate in Carnival
festivities. Here’s how to spot the Blue and White
amid all the purple, green and gold.

The MCJROTC Band and Cadets also will
do some Carnival marching. Look for their crisp,
precise moves in  the Krewe of Hermes proces-
sion on Friday.

Football Coach Mark Songy will be testing
out his own throwing arm from the Captain’s
float in the Krewe of Endymion on Saturday.
Look for him in position 7 on the bottom level,
sidewalk side of that float. 

Also in Endymion, keep an eye out for this
year’s Homecoming Queen, Sophie Millet. She’ll
be on her own maid’s float.

Sophie has a busy weekend, as she’ll join her
fellow Jayettes and .the Blue Jay Marching Band
on Sunday in the Krewe of Bacchus.  Each year,
Jesuit is the second band of the parade, so do not
be late.

Before Bacchus rolls, look for Athletic
Director Dave Moreau, who will be riding with
the Krewe of Thoth that afternoon. Also on
Sunday afternoon, the Jesuit Jazz Band will be
riding with the Krewe of Mid-City. Listen for the
band on the first float of the gorgeous parade.

Alumni Director Mat Grau, along with a
number of Jesuit alumni, will be in the Krewe of
Orpheus on Lundi Gras. Look for him on float
No. 28. He’ll be the first person on the neutral
ground side.

The Blue Jay Marching Band, shown here marching in last year’s Krewe of Carrollton parade, will
again also be representing Jesuit in the Krewe of Bacchus parade on Sunday. Want to see otherBlue
Jays on parade?See the story below.



Looking for a bite before or
after a parade?

Sometimes, that question-
able hot dog from the Polish
sausage wagon on the corner just
isn’t going to cut it. And fighting
your way through the crowds at
any restaurant actually on the
parade route? Forget about it!

A quick ride down Canal
Boulevard to Harrison Avenue,
and you’ll find one of the city’s
new “Restaurant Rows,” where
you’ll find something to satisfy
just about any taste or budget.

Since it’s Carnival time, let’s
keep it authentically New
Orleans. The Taste Buds have
found a wonderful po-boy place
in Lakeview called Koz’s.

Koz’s is a small, low-key
building located between two
houses, with very few parking
spots out front. While its location

might seem out of place, it gives
Koz’s a great neighborhood feel.

The Taste Buds visited in
time for a Monday lunch rush.
The long line for the cash register
where you order from the huge
chalkboard menu results in a bit
of a wait, but if a po-boy joint is
this popular, you know it has to
be good.

Amid its laid-back vibe,
Koz’s has a huge selection of po-
boys. It’s also the home of the
“whole loaf,” a sandwich made
with an entire loaf of French
bread. 

Po-boys are not the only

thing Koz’s is known for. It has
some fantastic “feel-good” dishes
like classic red beans and rice,
hot sausage sandwiches, and
killer onion rings. Despite the
line, our order was taken very
quickly and our party had plenty
of tables at which to sit.

We had a fair amount of wait

Orleans,” he said.
“We really are the best of

both worlds. We have fun and
perform, but we also raise money
for good causes. We live up to the
Men for Others ideal.”

The 610 Stompers are a
diverse crew of guys. Ranging
from men in their 20s to 60s, they
include everyone – doctors,
lawyers, teachers, firefighters,
and other trades. 

Federal Magistrate Judge
Mike North (Class of ’82) is the
group’s chief “legal guy.”

“I went to them just for fun,
and I had just had neck surgery
so I didn’t plan on dancing,”
North said.

“I read their waiver, and it
was terrible. So, I rewrote it
along with some other insurance
stuff. I got on as their legal guy.”

(By the way, though he’s
called Judge North on the bench,
his Stomper name is “Cooler.”)

The Stompers get their
greatest exposure through the
Carnival season. It’s what drew

member Stephen Kernion (Class
of ’01) to the group.

He’s known as “Rat King”
since other members remem-
bered his performance in a pro-
duction of The Nutcracker.

“I joined the group on whim,
and I am so glad they let me in,”
Kernion said.

“Mardi Gras parades with
the Stompers are the greatest
things ever. The crowd goes nuts
when they hear us coming,” he
said. “When we dance into the
Orpheus Ball in the Convention
Center, I imagine that’s what
gladiators felt like when they
entered the Roman Colosseum.
The crowd is screaming at us. I
can’t hear anything. It’s the best.”

The 610 Stompers truly are
an “only in New Orleans thing.”
When they appeared in the
Macy’s parade, Today Show host
Matt Lauer exclaimed, “What is
this?” to which New Orleans
native and co-host Robin Roberts
replied, “You have to be from
New Orleans to understand.”

You can catch these extraor-
dinary gentlemen, along with
their moves, at the parades of the
krewes of Hermes, Thoth and
Orpheus.
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Every year in New Orleans,
now is about the time we start
getting the Mardi Gras rush.

King cakes have been on
sale long before Twelfth Night,
and we’ve already had a busy
couple of weekends of parades
before these final several days of
constant revelry. 

It is nice to have another
break, when you think about it. I
think that just about everyone in
this city enjoys Mardi Gras, and
this might just be the best place
in the world to do so. But as
we’re enjoying one of the best
events New Orleans has to offer,
we should also be ever more
aware that being a Blue Jay is a
24/7/365 kind of thing.

When I started thinking
about how to write a column on
“being good over Mardi Gras,” I
quickly realized that it could eas-
ily sound an awful lot like the
typical speeches that Jesuit kids
hear about eight hundred million
times over the span of their
careers here. The same kind of
speeches that our parents tell us,
our teachers tell us, and that Top
tells us time and time again. 

I group these speeches all
together because they pretty
much follow the same format and
say the same thing, true as it may
be: “If you do something wrong
during Mardi Gras, it’ll catch up
with you sooner or later.”

Everyone’s heard it, and I
don’t think anyone can deny it. If
you’re caught drinking, stealing,
or doing anything else that you

just know you wouldn’t want
“the man” to find out about, you
will eventually end up dealing
with the consequences soon after.
Perhaps you’ll get thrown out of
school as a result of those conse-
quences, too. Last year I distinct-
ly remember Top asking the stu-
dent body the simple question,
“Is that beer worth your career?” 

Well, is it?
But I do want this to be more

than just another of those speech-
es. Not because they are unim-
portant, but because I hope I can
get someone to think about this
through a bit of a different lens.
Let’s say you do end up getting
yourself into some troublesome
circumstances. A lot of people
would simply think about “not
getting caught.” 

“Not getting caught” is just a
minor problem amid a sea of
unfortunate calamities. I can’t
think of one good thing that can
come from just failing to do
what’s right in that kind of situa-
tion; nothing except knowing to
never do it again. The conse-
quences always seem to get
downplayed in the heat of the
moment, but maybe the heat of
the moment would be the best
time to recognize those conse-
quences.

Think about how the people
in your life would react if they
found out that you got drunk, or
stole something, or hurt some-
one. Think about how you’d be
reminded of your mistake time
after time for years to come, even
when it’s just you thinking to

yourself. Imagine the disappoint-
ment of your parents finding out
after raising you for so many
years that you chose to do some-
thing that went against every-
thing they taught you.

But Carnival doesn’t have to
be like that, especially not for
Jesuit students after weeks of
honest, hard work. Of course we
deserve a relaxing and fun break!

As the philosopher Mortimer
Alder once said, “The ultimate
end of education is happiness or a
good human life, a life enriched
by the possession of every kind
of good, by the enjoyment of
every type of satisfaction.”

Jesuit’s policies – along with
our own moral compass –
shouldn’t be seen as a limit to our
freedom. They should be seen as
a reminder of how to get the most
actualenjoyment out of a time of
the year as great as the Carnival
season. There are honestly so
many incredible things to do here
and now that we really have no
need to seek out something bad
or dangerous to find a good time.

No one can force any of us to
make one decision or another.
You probably won’t be holding
this paper during any temptations
caused by peer pressure, or any
“heat of the moment.”

I can only hope that any
Jesuit student would recognize in
advance the weight of his actions
and the very real consequences
that can result from them.

With all of the questions a
young man has to answer to com-
plete his time at Jesuit, the time
out of the classroom for Mardi
Gras might just provide us with
one of the most important: “What
kind of a man do I want to be?”

Don’t mess up your mambo
with Mardi Gras mistakes

Thoughts 
of a Blue JayBy Kevin Credo  

Opinions Editor

The members of the 610 Stompers perform one of their eclectic
dance routine before the city’s formal reviewing stand at Gallier
Hall during a Carnival parade. 

By Nick Slay
and Felix Rabito  
The Taste Buds

Koz’s Po-Boys keeps dining
during Carnival easy, delicious

See PO-BOYS,  Page 5

The Taste Buds

Koz’s 
515 Harrison Ave.

Mon 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Tues-Sat 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

(504) 484-0841

kozcooks.com

The Taste Buds 
give it:

****  

Where ya gonna

park ya car for

Endymion, dawlin?
Come to Jesuit!

For just $20, park all day and into the evening!
What a deal! Other lots charge up to $100!

You’ll be a short walk from the parade and your car will
be safe . Security is provided, along with portable toilets. 
But be sure to arrive early. The lot will open at 10 a.m.

on Saturday. Once we fill up, that’s it!
Proceeds will benefit the Jesuit y Student Council.

Be close to the route  

and ya  won’t have far to lug all ya loot!



With so much of its focus on
individual accomplishments,
wrestling is often a sport that is
overlooked. But whether you
realize that the wrestling season
is well under way or not, you can
probably spot a wrestler pretty
easily as the season progresses.

Those odd signs that often
come with wrestling start becom-
ing more frequent this time of
year. Whether it’s that random
guy you see walking in the halls
with a massively swollen ear, or
the one wearing three sweatshirts
in class, or the guy sleeping in
three classes a day because he is
trying to make weight, you know
a wrestler when you see one.

Before their season officially
started, many of the Blue Jay
grapplers have been putting in
hard time since the summer prac-
tices. All that hard work has
resulted in a solid lineup for this
season, one that is climaxing with
the wrestlers “hitting their
stride,” said junior wrestler
Joseph Dupre.

With the state tournament
coming up the Jays are in the
right position to perform well.
The wrestling Jays have not won
a state championship in several
years. However, the team has
some heavy hitters returning
from last year including the 120-
lb. state champion, senior Ben
D’Antonio, and the 182-lb. run-
ner-up, junior Guy Patron.
D’Antonio and fellow senior
Brody Martin were each recently

ranked No. 1 in their weight class
in LouisianaWrestling.net’s All-
State rankings.

Look for seniors Dom
Carmello, Jake Rovira, Will
LaFranca, and junior Brandon
Wolff to have strong performanc-
es as well. 

The team also took second
place in last month’s City
Championships meet, finishing

just behind Holy Cross, the
state’s No. 2-ranked team.

As they prepare for their
final meets before the state tour-
nament, the wrestlers were pre-
pared to leave everything on the
mat. They have high hopes to
bring home the 5-Astate title.
The state tournament begins the
weekend after Mardi Gras, Feb.
20-21.

Many noteworthy clubs and
teams have competed in Jesuit’s
name and drawn praise. Among
those organizations is the
Robotics Club, which embraces
the ever advancing art of technol-
ogy (while hoping its creations
don’t one day become self-aware
and terminate us all).

The club operates under a
tight structure, befitting its roots
in science, technology and engi-
neering. For its meetings, the
club breaks into a pair of main
teams – Team Blue, led by senior
Michael Belanger, and Team
White, headed up by sophomore
Julian Mahfouz. The club is
moderated by physics teacher
Kyle White, former teacher Eric
Leefe, ’03, and Mel Triay, ’03.

Within each team are stu-
dents who specialize in certain
area of expertise. There are
builders, who act as mechanics
and work on the physical aspects
and attributes of the robots; pro-
grammers, who design and write
the coding for the robots using
“Robot C” (a variant of C++ pro-
gramming) in order to make them
functional; and drivers, who use
their maneuvering abilities and
fast reflexes to control the robots
in order to complete certain tasks
during competitions.

Throughout the year the goal
of the club is to ready their robots
for various competitions and pro-
ceed to super-regionals.

During the competitions,
two members (usually a driver to
maneuver the robot and a pro-
grammer to help fix any software
errors) use the droid to complete
certain tasks in a given game.
The game is the same throughout
the year and chosen during
September so as to give the teams
time to prepare.

These games usually consist
of complex, physical exercises
made to test the robot’s speed,
strength, and precision in han-
dling.

Last year the club had to cre-
ate a robot that could place
square blocks in a basket as fast
as possible, complete a full pull-
up, and raise a flag on a pole.
Operating a robot that could eas-
ily achieve these tasks, the Blue
Jay teams were able to move to
the super-regionals.

This year, both Team Blue
and Team White have advanced
to the Southeast Texas Regional
Championship, which will be
held on Feb. 21 at San Jacinto
College in Pasadena, Texas.

During the tournaments, the
teams had to knock over baskets
of balls and place them in various
sized tubes faster than their com-
petitors. In addition to winning
several qualifying matches this
year, the Robotics Team was also
able to win a pair of 3-D printers
for the school to  advance their
technological success.

Since Jesuit stresses intellec-
tual competence, the Robotics
Club easily fits the profile of a
graduate at graduation. The club
introduces the students to the
world of engineering and pre-
pares them for such careers as
mechanical engineering and
computer programming. The stu-
dents also raise their creativity
skills to a whole new level.

“The best thing about the
Robotics Club is starting with
nothing more than an idea and
being able to materialize that
idea” said junior Andrew Vuong,
an active member in Team White.

Along with teaching stu-
dents about engineering, the club
also helps them learn the values
of teamwork and organization
and helps the students mature
into men. This teamwork and
success further spreads the good
reputation of Jesuit High School.

For those who are passionate
about engineering and technolo-
gy and willing to dedicate their
time and energy to the team, the
Robotics Club is definitely worth
exploring.
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Wr estlers are showing
strength heading to state

By Nick Slay
Staff Writer

Teamwork behind
club’s success,
plus killer robots

By Ethan Gilberti
Staff Writer

Robotics Club members Steven Stradley (left), co-moderator Mel
Triay, and Andr ew Vuong work on one of theircreations in prepa-
ration for competition. Staff photo by Matthew O’Neill

Club 
of the Month

At a recent dual meet, seniorDylan Daboval grapples with his
opponent from Ar chbishop Rummel. The wrestling team per-
formed well in the meet, beating Rummel with a team score of 43-
30. The Blue Jay wrestlers are now preparing for the state tour-
nament.

time but our food was brought out by a very friend-
ly man in a Jesuit football visor. He appeared to
know almost every patron in the restaurant an even
struck up a conversation with the Taste Buds about
his alma mater.

The food did not disappoint. The bread used for
the po-boy was excellent and fresh, with that crusty
exterior and fluffy soft interior – just right for soak-
ing up gravy. The roast beef po-boy was packed
with meat and had gravy that dripped all over the
bread. The meat was succulent, even as the excess
gravy fell out the back end of the sandwich. 

The fried oyster po-boy was one of the greatest

gustatory experiences of my life. The oysters could
have been served on their own at any prime seafood
restaurant for it contained phenomenal breading;
and, after the right amount of Tabasco was added,
had the right kick a fried oyster should possess.

Overall the Taste Buds give Koz’s Po-boys four
stars for both service and food. Koz’s had one of the
best po-boys I’ve had in New Orleans and is a great
place to go if you find yourself in Lakeview with
several friends. Koz’s is great for families as well,
as the staff is always happy to see old friends and
ready to make new ones along the way.

A bit of lagniappe: Koz’s also serves “red
drink,” a New Orleans classic more properly named
Barq’s Red Crème Soda. With its distinct flavor, it
is extremely underrated and can be tough to find in
vending machines or grocery stores. But, boy, does
it go down well with just about any kind of po-boy.

Po-boys
Continued from Page 4

As we celebrate the final
days of the Carnival season, we
are reminded that the reason for
Mardi Gras is to have a final cel-
ebration before entering into the
liturgical season of Lent, a time
of penitence and preparation.

Here are some guidelines
regarding fasting and abstinence
during this spiritual season.

Fasting is to be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
by all Catholics who are between
18 and 59. Those who are bound
to fast may take only one full
meal. Two smaller meals are per-

mitted if necessary to maintain
strength according to one’s
needs, but eating solid food
between meals is prohibited.

Abstinence from meat is to
be observed by all Catholics, 14
and older, on all Fridays of Lent.

These obligatory times of
penance should not be seen as
limiting the occasions for
Christian penance.

The penitential spirit should
be maintained throughout the
season of Lent.

We should each seek to do
more rather than less, since fast-

ing and abstinence on the pre-
scribed days should be consid-
ered a minimal response to the
Lord’s call to penance and con-
version of life.

Mass is celebrated each
school day at 7:15 a.m. in the
newly restored second-floor
chapel. Friday Adoration and
Benediction also will return there
after Mardi Gras. 

Confession also is available
each school day in the Chaplain’s
Office, Room 241, before school
and during the second half of
lunch.

After revelry of Mardi Gras, prepare for Lent



That state title is calling.
The Jesuit varsity soccer

team is off to a great start this
season with several key wins,
leading to a berth once again in
the state playoffs. 

Jesuit lost plenty of seniors
last year who played important
roles in the Jays’semifinal run
last year. For many schools, the
loss of so many seniors would
mean a rebuilding year and a lot
of losses, but not for the Jays.
Current seniors and juniors have
filled nicely the big shoes left for
them, resulting in more tallies in
the win column. 

Under the coaching of Hubie
Collins, Evan Kramer, Stephen
Millet and David Storm, the team
has blown past Archbishop
Rummel and Holy Cross, clinch-
ing the No. 1 spot in its district,
as well as the fourth spot in the
state.

It took several tough battles
to get there, but the team has
come out on top. The players

With impressive wins over
Yarra Valley, Hahnville, and
Archbishop Rummel and heart-
wrenching 3-point losses to
Brother Martin and St. Aug-
ustine, the Jesuit basketball team
has had its ups and downs this
season. As Coach Chris Jennings
said, “We’ve had some very good
moments and some not so good
moments.”

The Blue Jays faced several
challenges this season, the most
difficult being the absence of sen-
iors Trey LaForge and Foster
Moreau, and junior Mark Beebe.

The team played its first
three opponents without those
starting players, since they were
busy winning that first football
state championship in 54 years.

“Obviously, they are very
important for our success,”
Jennings said. “That’s just the
challenge, getting the chemistry
down with those three guys in a
short amount of time.”

The Jays started the season
with a 2-0 record after triumph-
ing over Isidore Newman and
John Curtis.

Without those starters, it was
key that everyone contributed to
the game, from junior Rob Weiss
and senior Evan Duhon, high

scorers with 32 and 11 points
respectively against Curtis, and
sophomore Chris Beebe with 9
points against Newman, to fresh-
man Mike Hull with 2 points
against Newman.

In the third game, after mak-
ing a big comeback, Jesuit lost to
Brother Martin by a slim 3
points. 

Starters LaForge, Moreau
and Beebe returned in the fourth
game of the season. This match
against East St. John was a close

one, with the Jays falling short by
just 5 points.

The season continued with
wins against teams such as
Mandeville, De La Salle, and
Northlake Christian,  and with
losses to Brother Martin and St.
Augustine.

With a record of 10-7 and
two consecutive home losses, the
Blue Jays needed to bounce back.

They did so with an impres-
sive performance at Rummel,
winning 49-36. The hoopsters

then returned to the Birdcage to
deliver a decisive win over Holy
Cross, 62-41. 

The team also reclaimed vic-
tory in its second match against
St. Augustine beating the Purple
Knights on their home court, 33-
30.

If the last couple games are
any indication of what is to come
in final part of the season, the
Blue Jays will soar above the
competition.
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Basketball bounces back
after an up and down start

By William Fine 
News Editor

By Jackson Scott
Staff Writer

Moderator
Theodore P. Mahne
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Senior Foster Mor eau attempts a pass against a pairof St. Augustine players on Jan. 30. After los-
ing an earlier game last month in the Birdcage, the Blue Jays defeated the Purple Knights on their
own home court by a score of 33-30.

Summer
wins lead
to spring
hopes for
baseball

After a few weeks of
“Throw me something, mister,”
the Blue Jay baseball team is
itching to hear, “Play ball!”

As Coach Joey Latino and
his team prepare to officially
begin their season after the
Mardi Gras break, they hope to
build on last season’s state semi-
final run, with a solid group of
seniors in the dugout.

The Blue Jays finished last
season in a disappointing loss to
Live Oak. The loss was a heart-
breaking 6-5 contest as the Jays
left 11 players on base in that
game.

The Jays then continued
through the summer in the
American Legion season, under
the name of Retif Oil. That team
won the state title, but then lost
in regional play.

“Expectations are definitely
high coming off of a successful
Legion season,” first baseman
Daniel Edmund said, “but I
know that we will be playing
many difficult opponents
throughout the season, especially
in district play.”

The team hopes to bring the
state title home and avenge last
year’s loss. 

Losses to the pitching staff
will make that a challenge. With
last year’s graduation, the Blue
Jays lost ace pitcher C.J. Avrard,
who is now playing at Delgado
Community College; solid
starter Brandon Sequeira, now
playing for Tulane University;
and Christian Latino, also now at
Delgado.

The Jays hope the returning
pitchers can step up and take
their place. Senior Jack Burk
comes into the pre-season as an
ace pitcher who burns hitters
with high-velocity fast balls. He
will definitely challenge hitters,
leaving a stellar defense to do the
majority of the work.

Many of the position players
also are returning, with experi-
enced seniors, as well. 

They include Trent Forshag
at catcher, Edmund on first, Alex
Galy in the middle of the infield,
and a trio of outfield players:
Scott Crabtree (who recently
committed to play for the
University of New Orleans),
Harrison Daste, and Matthew
Cedro.

Jesuit is poised to make
another state title run, and defi-
nitely know what they have to do
to win games. 

Head to John Ryan Stadium
to watch it happen.

Streak of wins sends soccer to playoffs
took care of Holy Cross and
Rummel, as well as most non-
district teams, only dropping a
couple of matches in a
Mississippi tournament.

An early tie came against
Brother Martin in a 1-1 slug fest.
The Jays went ahead early with a
goal from team captain Chase
Rushing. The game looked
promising, but Brother Martain
later answered with a goal, end-
ing the game in a tie. In the sec-
ond meeting between the two
rivals, the Jays came out on top
clinching the district title.

Regular season play ended
last week with another 1-1 tie
against Vandebilt Catholic. 

The defense is anchored by
senior first-year goalie Otto
Candies. He communicates
closely with senior defensive co-
captain Jack LaForge.

In the middle of the field,
junior Rushing complements
senior Patrick LaCour and junior
Dillon Fuchs, who always seem
to be around the goal.

Led by captains Laforge,
Rushing and Candies, the team is
preparing mentally and physical-
ly for the playoffs, which begin
this month. 

There are challenges ahead
– tough playoff contests are
expected against rivals Brother
Martin and St. Paul’s through the
playoffs.


